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LEBEDFY fellowers ask the dismissal of the Consultative Comaittes, and encourage
ralocation in Costa Rica, BRadical Scns of Freedam and Consultative Cammittee officials
discuss emigration to Centrel ‘merieca, G. C, ANDREW, vice-chairman of the Consultative
Comuities, urges better understanding of Doulhobor mentality and arraigmsent of the

Bnsls (1) Wewspaper clipping (copy), The Vanscuver Province, 20 May 19353,

Raports a |

1. Indications of s struggle within the ranks of the Doukhobors in the Koctenay sowtry
of British Columbla for lesderahip is informant's latest report, witch states that &
group of Sons of Freedom has asked the B, C, goverrment to dismiss the provingia)
Doukhober Consultative Cammittee which has been trying to selve the problems of this
trocblesome secte The move came as John LEBED(FF, ousted leader of the Soms, renewed
his attempis to plek up the reins of Freedomite lesdership, , ‘

2, A a weeting in Krestova, 100 Lebadoff followers drafted a resclution to be forw
warded 0 the B. C. govermment, It reads

"From this date (17 May 1953) we do not wish the Conultative Comsittee to
have any part in the sclution of the Doukhchor problem; therefars we wish 1t

cancelled,

LEBEDOT dencunced the Comdttes in a lengthy spesch to the meeting, He said 1% had
dens nothing for the Sans of Freedom and was a costly burden upon the taxpayers,

e W’:tﬁmx were cireulating a Mitiwi stating that they wiih-d to leave

- €@anade and setile in Costa Rica, The petition sadd government help would be needed,

*but cur own resources will be used as far as possible, It suggested that delegations
be sent to Costa Rice, If the land is unsuitable, other comtries would be sy ;

4o admit the Sons, LEBED(FF advertised in the Koctemay newspapers that he was "taking
the task to solve the Doukhobor problem®, :
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4« At a seoond meeting, :d.léﬁ.ng LEBEDCFF's; the Krestove youth group of the reformed
Sana of Freedm, declaved its allegiancs to Steffan BGROKIN, who is still in Uruguay
trying to seours new lands for his followars,

5+ Meanwhile, vesidents of the Doulthobor country,who have been conducting nightly
petrals to prevent new Doukliobar violemge, have increased thelr mumber and have threat-
ened to take the lsw into their omu hands should any Doukhobar be found in the sot of
somitiing arson e other destruction, The RCMP has also continued its rightly vigil
in Doukhobor districts, and while they ave so far been unable 4o discover whiich of
the Doukhobors have been gullty of recent outrages, they intend tc see that no further
viclations of the law are cosmitied, :

6. In a Seattle Times news dlspatch from Appledale, B,C,, &n artiocle stated:

"4 pall of Doukhobors, in the tensicn-filled Sloean Vellsy in British
Colunbin's Kooteray country, disclosed yesterdsy (19 May 1953) that 100 percent
-were in favor of migrating to Central Ameries,

_"The disclosure came from Deukhobers at the first meeting of its kind between
mabers of the Radical Scns of Preedom sect and nop-Doukhober Consultative
Comxitice offlotals, :

"Stefan §, SORGKIN, the Doukhobor spiritusl lesder, wae reparted o have
sbtained smple land for the migration plan.®

7« On 20 lay 1953 the Vancouver Province printed a latter from Professer G. O, ARDREW,
Vice-Chalrman of the Consultative Committes on Doukhobor problems, in wiich hs covers
all phases of the Doukhobor preblems. (See enclceure {1).) This member of the Univerw
sity of British Columbia faculty reviews the work the committee is teying to sccomplish
and requests the public to refrain from using the word "Douks® as & estcheall feor all
Doukhcbors, asidng that the public try to understand the Doukhobor mentality and that
1% iz necessary to concentrate on cstohing some criminals who are trying to promote
Iaw. s Violence and discord, He also thanke the press for the general caution
with which stories involving Doukhobors are trwated, C L

8, Shartly afer tho Professor's lebter was published, a news itex in the Seattle Times
@mmmmﬁmfonms : o

'm.m%éc. Torch-threwing arsalsts early today burned seven hemes and
iled in a pts on two others in the Kooctenay district Doukhebor villages,

HThe hanes burned all belomged to the radieal Bmms of Freedem Doukhcbers and
wars in the villages of Krestowe and nearby Goose Oresk, The fires came following
the Friday warnirg from Premler W, i. Co Bemmett that the 'fooling aromd! is over
for the Doukhobars. 'The fires followed exsotly the same patbern ae the burnings
st Parry 3#%23 and Appledale last mmth, when 13 houses were destroyed!, a palice
.‘mm » ‘ :

%ﬁﬁam&wfmdpmtﬁt, end it is not uncommen for the !Sons!
to put the tarch to thelr own homes,” : :
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CRIGINATING AGENT'S COMMENT: As previcusly intimated by informant, John LEBED(FF has
: . © - been making in ks affarts to ssize omtrol of
the Doukhebors while Steftn SCROKIN 1s absent, He is &
bad influence and his latest gesture will und
infisme the viclent Sons of Freedom who have fallen
awmy fram SQROKIN, It will not bs surprising to see
&MWW IEBEDCOFF fram the sceme of these
T

Je r'u Holmes
- Speaial Agent
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PREPARING (FYICER'S COMUENTy

The recent Sons of Freedan srsonist demonstrations on 23 May in the West Xootenays
soourred in response to & program outlined en 22 May by Attormey-teneral Bomner %o
dustice Mindster Garsons The program was Pramisr Bennettts newly drafted &ped.at
prepoeal whioch recommendss

1s The establislment of a Doukhobor commission as onutlined in the Legislature to
deal with Doukhober rehabilitation,

2, Resals of Orthodex and Independent Doukhobor lands now baing held Yy the
~ provinoial govwmmment,

3+ Recognition of Doukhobor » and extenslon of the franchlse ez Deukhobe
wider new lagislation at the aenion of the legislature,

he Mm to laws regarding registretion of vital statistios,
5« Canmellation of drivers! limsea of lau-braak:!ng Deukhobors,
6. Requived school sttendance of scheoleage e}ﬁ,ldrm, he&mmg with the tnl‘l. tm.

7; Roquast federal relmbursessnt far Worﬂimry axpenditures” in dealing with
. the Doukhebe wabm :

8, Prosgcution of Doukhobors for naweompliange with the law,

on sm, l&g‘ ‘a neeting of 2% Freedonltes occcurred at Krestova, B. C., at which
Zroup vobed to oust the 35-men Exscutive Comities of Reformed ors,
Mmmmmmarmmumm hﬁ“m%WMhm&ta
last Rovenber, The growp slse voted to no further dealings with the
mmmﬁn M’&t&c on Denkhobor affairs, Lebedoff was present at the Krestowa

mesting, but y exhibited ne active cipation, Anton ECLESNIKCFP came
to the mﬁng Loy the nonere) on of the Consultative Committee, Wt
0 no spperent &

Iabl&ei‘t ia dlearly responsible far the shole achene to throw off the lndtrlhip of
the Exscutive Camittes, mmting Somk:ln, and for the Mm at nm-sdmemt
10 the Conmuliative Coaamittee,

Jolm IEBEIXFF has succeeded in winming econtrol to an evident degree, The prwimd.al

and fﬁml overrments face & stone wall against lLebedoff lsadership, legislatien

and Wm«mmmuwum«:mwmmmn

beer: mmmazy rajected by the Lebedaff Freedemite followers, It iz more then
that the desires of the group, under the Lebedoff influence, are to remain

a constant enigaa, distinet, and wabscrbed into the status of lawssbiding Cmnadian

aitivens, with rzﬁl.y socorded pﬁvﬂaxss

Mmtimetththum,mtmm appambehmmlyﬂwabie

solution for the Canadian government, mm«ﬁaﬁablenéiulsw of Fresdoa
previcusly protested the pa.an to migrate to Costa Rica, but recently, under lLebedoff's
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mmam faver the move, The Refamed Sons of Freedom have been working haxd to

mﬁm to Central America, Cooperative acticon for the relocation is
IMM to be dlscussed in Vietoris, B.C. o 15 June by representatives of the
provineial and federal govermments,

Prepaveds

B, M, Bolmelder

R&S:MG
CAPT, USR
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Excerpt fran "Letters to the Editer, the Vancouver Daily Province of 20 May 1953,

¥Den't Condesn A1 Deukhobors®
- 8irs

. "Deukhobor affairs have besn receiving a great deal of attention from the public
‘and press in recent weeks and they have been causing a grezt deal of cencern to the
government, the nonwDoukhobara who live in the Xootenay ares, and to the different
- sections of the Doukhobors themmselves, , _ : _ ,

"I have no wish at this time to add to the number of suggestione as to whmt shonld
or should not be done in the Kootenay area, I am convinoed that the pelice have tried
- end are trying very lhard to bring hame 4o the criminals respensible for such 11legal
agts as bave ocourred, Theirs is a very difficult and thankless task that is not made
any sasler vhen feeling is ruming high,

"In addition, everyone must sympathize with the state of mind of those who live in
the Kootanay area. Nothing is or can be more wearing than to live in a #ate of
uneertainty about the security of cne's property and the chance of persensl injury,

"But here again the mly chance for relief lies in every asalstance being given to
~the police to bring home to criminals their responsibility for their acts, The govern.
ment has strengthened the details in those aveas and every care and precawtion
1s being taken that the ¢ can take, .

"At & time like this, when feeling runs high, and for very underetandable reasons,
it 1s perticularly important not to Iump all Doukhobora together, The independent
Doukhobors and the (rthodox Doukhobors have a leng reecrd of coopsrative and useful
service with the Canzdian commmity,

"Bven the majority of the Sans of Freedom, though their behavier and mental outlook

nn'atingd t to understand, dow?tunevielonm; mgmm is to
conceantirate on catching same oriminals who are doing thelr pronots law-breaking
ummem;mmmwmmmmunnn ap all ’
Doukhicbors with them, That is what the rs wnt, Thay want Cans to

rejset all the Doukhobors, so thet they can previde disaffected leadership fer the
~total SOCup, ' ' . ’

"In this situation, therefore, may I cnce more urge the desirabdlity of aveiding
the use of such words as "Douks" as a catoheall, The more we esn identify the indivie
dual secticons of the Doukhobar faith, the more we will be doing Justice to many goed
| lawabiding peosle snd the mare we will frustrate the efforts of law-breskers to take

"0n behall of the Consultative Committee on Doukhober Affairs I wonld like to
axpoess our thanks for the gemeral caution with whieh storiss invalving Doukhobors
ave treated by the press, I would also like to say that the efforts of the press to
differentlste between the Sans of Freedom and cther Doukhobors, whenever poesible, is
much appreciated by the vast majority of Doukhcbors themselves, '

~ G, C. ANDREW o
DIO/134D Report No.wgaf'orj . ' Emw’ Em_:l'_' g&?ﬁf“ﬂ" Comitteo
o _a¢g._of ¥ncl (7)) . TBC"

Subject_ Cruadinews. X ; ,
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